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common sense.    This is what he has to say on the
matter: *

"In case a husband is not fully satisfied with his
first wife, he generally takes a second one. The first
wife in the beginning is much displeased with her new
companion or neighbour . . . and abuses her to the
best of her ability. 'Why didst thou come to me?
Couldst thou find no one but my man ? O thou daughter
of a So-and-so ! O thou cursed in both thy parents!'
However ... in a comparatively short time peace is
concluded by the women and they live together like
sisters.

" When a man has two wives, each cooks for him a
day in turn, and on that day he usually eats and sleeps
with her. Such is the woman's right, which nobody is
allowed to violate. . . . Even when he does not love
his wife, the man should devote himself to her on the
nights belonging to her. He need not have sexual inter-
course with her, but neither must he with the woman he
loves. In such cases he usually sleeps in the men's com-
partment, or lying down at his wife's head he says:
' To-night I wish for nothing,' and the woman dares not
say a word. Sometimes the women haggle among them-
selves : * Let me have the man to-night! ' ' What wilt
thou give me for it ? ' If they can come to an agree-
ment, the woman who has the right of sleeping with the
man that night . . . says to him: ' I grant thee fur-
lough, now go to thy wife over there !J "

I climbed up a cleft in the mountain block behind the

* p. 230, Tie Manners and Customs of the Rwala Bedouins, by
Alois Musil. Published by the American Geographical Society,
"Oriental Explorations and Studies/' No. 6. New York, 1928.